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We are very proud of the students’ academic progress at Honeygo Elementary School.  We 

know that many of our students have set goals for themselves and are working towards 

achieving them.  The third quarter of the school year ends Friday, April 5th so there is still 

time for students to assess their progress this quarter, set new goals for themselves, and work hard in class to 

improve or maintain their grades.  Please be sure to check BCPS One to monitor your child’s progress.  

Having taught for more than 27 years I can honestly say that this is the absolute best school that I have had the 

pleasure of being on the staff.  We have extremely dedicated and smart teachers and staff as well as families that 

send us children who care about learning and work hard to be successful!  Please take the time to complete this 

year’s BCPS Stakeholder’s Survey and let our school system know that Honeygo Elementary is a very special place 

for children to work and learn!   

As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns that you may have.  Thank you for your 

continued support of our school community and our students.   

Charlene Behnke 

Principal 

 

 

 

MUSIC NEWS 

You are invited to the 3rd grade “Music in our 

Schools Month” concert on Tuesday, March 5th at 

6:30pm in the cafeteria. All classes are asked to wear 

black pants and their Honeygo t-shirt or maroon shirt. 

Don’t forget your recorders! Students should arrive at 

6:15pm and meet in the music room 108. Please 

contact Mrs. Gorecki (cgorecki@bcps.org) or Mrs. 

Ritchey (dritchey@bcps.org) with any questions. See 

you there!  

 
 

 

 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

Due to a conflict in scheduling, it is necessary for me 

to cancel our open library hours for March.  So, 

Thursday, March 7th the library will NOT be open 

from 5:00 – 5:30.  Sorry for any inconvenience this 

may cause.   

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE HEALTH SUITE 

Hearing and Vision Screenings 

Hearing and Vision Screenings will be held at 

Honeygo on March 7, 8, 11-15, 2019.  Students who 

are absent during that time or those who require 

rescreening will be retested on April 4, 5.  All 

students in PreK4, 1st and 4th grade will be 

screened.  In addition, kindergarten students that 

were not screened last year, and students in grades 2, 

3, and 5 new to Baltimore County Public Schools, or 

who were absent last year will be screened.  It is 

very important for students to have their glasses 

on those days. Parents will be notified by a letter 

sent home with students if the student passed or 

failed. 

Poison Prevention Week 

March 17-23, 2019 is Poison Prevention Week. The 

Maryland Poison Control Center is the first place 

to call in the event of a suspected poisoning. Please 

program 1-800-222-1222  into  your phone for future 

reference. Every year across the United States more 

than 1million suspected poison exposures occur in 

children younger than 6 years. Please see the 

attachment for some Poison Prevention Tips. 

mailto:cgorecki@bcps.org
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

The Physical Education staff is ready for Spring to 

show up! March brings rope jumping activities and 

basketball lessons to the gymnasium. 

Students will work on their 

rope jumping endurance 

skills and jump rope tricks. 

Students are encouraged to 

practice at home as much as 

possible because rope jumping is a great 

way to build up your aerobic capacity. Basketball 

will focus on the fundamentals and skills for the 

primary grades, while intermediate grades 

will incorporate fundamental skills into 

activities and work on proper shooting 

form.   

 

 

We would like to congratulate all the students that are 

part of the Honeygo Stackers and we wish them luck 

in the upcoming tournament!  

 

Field Day planning is going well, and the dates will 

be May 30th and May 31st. All of the information will 

be sent out after Spring Break. Please make sure your 

student is wearing their tennis shoes on their Physical 

Education days. Remember every grade besides 4th 

grade has two days of Physical Education a week. 

Students are encouraged to bring a pair of tennis 

shoes to leave in their locker. Remember, take care of 

your heart and be active every day. Thank you for 

your support!  

 

Steve Ey (sey@bcps.org) and Zach Keesecker 

(zkeesecker@bcps.org) 

Follow on Twitter @HoneygoPhysEd 

 

 

ART 

We are requesting the donation of plastic coffee 

containers such as these shown. They work great for 

children because they have 

handles. If you can help us out, 

please send them to Mr. E in the 

art room. 

THANKS!  

 

 

We are also looking for donations of large cardboard 

boxes, or sheets of cardboard, to build prop pieces for 

our musical The Little Mermaid.  

Please send to 

Mr. E in Art 

 

 

 

 

Does anyone have a ship’s 

wheel they would like to 

donate to the school? It needs 

to be 20-30” in diameter. It’s 

for our musical The Little 

Mermaid.  Contact Mr. E, 

semmerich@bcps.org 

 

 

 

COUNSELOR CONNECTION 

February seemed even shorter this year 

because of all the snow and ice days. I 

am hoping March’s weather will be a 

bit calmer. My monthly counseling 

lessons for February focused on Celebrating 

Differences. Students identified their interests and 

strengths, learned the difference between equity and 

equality, and discussed the importance of accepting 

differences. A parent letter/follow-up worksheet was 

sent home after the lesson. During the month of 

March, the BCPS Counselor Core Curriculum lessons 

focus on Emotional Regulation. Some of the topics 

covered in these lessons are identifying stress and 

anger management coping strategies, learning how to 

prioritize your time, and how to prepare for tests. 

Look for the parent letter that will come home after 

each lesson and ask your child about what they 

learned.  As always, please contact me if you have 

any questions or concerns regarding the emotional 

health of your children, wcarver@bcps.org or 443-

809-8700.  

 

mailto:sey@bcps.org
mailto:zkeesecker@bcps.org
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MINDFUL MOMENT 

Using your hands to de-stress 

This month’s Mindful Moment 

strategy is focused on ways to 

release stress or anger in a 

positive way. Squeezing 

something is similar to 

progressive muscle relaxation 

that I shared in an earlier 

Mindful Moment. This could be squeezing clay, 

putty, a stress ball, or sand. The Squishies that are so 

popular with children right 

now are a great example of 

how squeezing something 

can relax or de-stress 

someone. Another idea is to 

keep your hands busy by 

finding a small item you 

enjoy playing with or an activity you like to do. 

When you are feeling stress or anger, pick the item or 

activity up and use it to relax you for a few moments.  

Any item or activity can work such as holding a 

small stone, shuffling a deck of cards, making 

something (knitting, sewing, building), or playing 

with a fidget toy. Try these ideas to help yourself or 

your child when you are angry or stressed. 

 

 

 

 

 

HONEYGO GIVES BACK UPDATE 

 

March is a busy month 

for the Honeygo Gives 

Back club! The club is 

currently supporting the 

PTO Raise Craze 

fundraiser by collecting 

three items needed for 

the Service Night on 

March 19, 2019. There are boxes outside of the 

library for donations of tennis balls, new or gently 

used adult socks or soccer socks, and small bottles 

of hand soap. The club members are very excited 

about helping at the Service Night by assisting at 

each of the stations that will be set up for students 

and families to complete kindness activities. Some of 

the stations include making dog and cat toys for the 

Humane Society, painting kindness rocks, decorating 

aprons for the residents of Perry Hall Brightview 

Senior Living, and decorating stickers to put on the 

bottles of hand soap that will be donated to the 

Ronald McDonald 

House. There are other 

activities as well, so we 

hope you plan to attend 

on March 19 from 

6:00– 7:30! The 

Honeygo Gives Back students will be delivering the 

aprons to Perry Hall Brightview at the end of March 

and will spend some time playing board games with 

the residents.  

 

Honeygo Gives Back still plans another project for 

the end of the year so look in the newsletter in April 

for information on their next activity. We appreciate 

your donations and support as we work to make a 

difference in the lives of others. Our goals cannot be 

accomplished without your generosity and support! 

 

 

 

 

 

5th GRADE INTEREST SURVEYS 

 

Starting in the month of March, Mrs. Carver will be 

meeting with each 5th grade student individually to 

complete an interest interview to talk about their 

interests, goals, schoolwork and more. This is a new 

initiative from BCPS to 

help your child to begin 

to think about middle 

and high school and 

their goals for the future. 

In middle school all 

students work with their 

counselor to create a 6 Year Plan that will help in 

planning which classes to take for your child to be 

ready when they graduate for the career they would 

like to pursue. Once your fifth grader and Mrs. 

Carver have completed the interest survey it will be 

sent home with a cover letter. Please try to find a 

time to sit down and go over the survey with your 

child. It will be a great way to start a conversation 

about your child’s future plans and aspirations. 
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MARZO-MARCH 

¡Hola! ¡Saludos de la clase de español! The fourth-

grade students continue to make huge progress in 

learning Spanish. In fourth grade, students are 

finishing up their end of unit project by writing a 

picture book that we will send to an orphanage in 

Ecuador!  Later in unit 3, they will learn how to 

explain why they like to do certain activities and 

convince a friend to do an activity with them. 

Are you looking to practice some Spanish at home?  

Ask your child to teach you what they learned in 

Spanish class each week!  Also, here are some 

Spanish phrases you can practice at home during 

March. 

La frase en español English sentence 

¡Vamos a aprender! We’re going to learn! 

¡Feliz día de los 

enamorados! 

Happy Valentine’s 

Day! 

¿Cuál es tu color 

favorito? 

What’s your favorite 

color? 

Mi color favorito es…. My favorite color is…. 

¡Feliz cumpleaños! Happy birthday! 

 

¡Hasta luego! 

Señora Gallardo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READING AND LANGUAGE ARTS NEWS, 

Mrs. Holland and Mrs. Wise, Reading Specialists 

 

Honeygo had a fun week celebrating Read Across 

America! Students paired up with buddies to read 

with each other, they wore t-shirts with kind and 

inspiring messages so that we can all be mindful of 

how words have an impact on our lives, and students 

wore their college and career readiness attire to 

remember that reading books can help prepare you 

for the future. It is such a joy to see students enjoying 

literacy activities! 

Please see the graphic from Scholastic to learn more 

about why science suggests we should make time to 

read. 
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